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Oscar-Nominated Documentary Features Green Anhui, Grassroots Environmentalism in China

Boulder, CO–In highlighting one village’s struggle against industrial pollution, “The Warriors of Qiugang” represents the growing trend of environmental action across China. As a nominee for this year’s Academy Award in the documentary short category, the film brings international recognition to the problems associated with China’s under-regulated industrial expansion. At the same time, it begs the question: what can we—people outside of China—do to help?
Directed by Ruby Yang and written by Thomas Lennon, “The Warriors of Qiugang” follows villagers in China’s Anhui province in their struggle against toxic pollution from a nearby factory. Chemicals—some of them carcinogenic—pollute rivers, contaminate the soil, and dry up local agriculture. In spite of threats and intimidation, the villagers become the heroes of this story. They organize, sign petitions, document the factory’s violations and reach out to media, other organizations, and local and federal government.  By the time filming wrapped in 2010, those in power had listened—the factory doors had closed. 

However, the success of the villagers would have been nearly impossible without the support of a network of change-makers spanning from China to the United States.  Green Anhui, a grassroots organization focused on expanding environmentalism in China, helped the villagers in Qiugang to organize—providing strategies and knowledge that made their successes possible. In its mission of expanding environmental movements in China, Green Anhui has also received aid. Ten grants from Colorado-based Global Greengrants Fund have enabled the Chinese organization to build networks, refine its strategies, and encourage students and locals to engage in environmental issues. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The future of Qiugang is still uncertain (the company has yet to commit to cleaning up the waste they left behind) and, as the film shows, the demand for environmental action continues to outpace the efforts of citizens and fledgling organizations. However, the film’s award nomination recognizes the power of local voices in China’s growing environmental movement; that recognition may translate into the international support that grassroots organizations across China need.

About Global Greengrants Fund
Global Greengrants Fund is a leader in international, grassroots philanthropy. Since 1993, Greengrants has given over $20 million in donation-funded grants to nearly 6,000 grassroots groups in developing countries. With this support, the communities that are most affected by environmental degradation are shaping a just and sustainable world.  For more information, see http:// www.greengrants.org.
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